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hibernation ends with early spring arrival

WHAT IS HAPPENING BEHIND LAKESIDE HOTEL?
According to the City's Building Department, the tower developer has obtained a permit to build a condo sales model suite 
behind the Lakeside. They DO NOT HAVE ANY DEMOLITION PERMITS but, are allowed to remove decks and other 
temporary structures to accommodate the model suite. The new permit must be renewed every 6 months while the permit for 
the plywood wall out front must be renewed every 12 months. See page 8.
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MEDIA ANNOUNCEMENT

DROPPING PORT THEATRE WOULD COMPROMISE 
REVITALIZATION AND REQUIRE FULL NEW 

APPLICATION

Conservancy Would Welcome Scaled Down New Application 
Consistent With Planning Policies

St. Catharines, March 8, 2012. The Port Dalhousie  Conservancy has 
concluded that removing the  theatre and/or making other major changes 
to the OMB-approved Port Place proposal, will require  a full new 
application and public meeting process. This conclusion was reached 
based on meetings with the City's senior Planning staff, a review of the 
OMB decision and attendant By-Law and advice from lawyer Jane Pepino.

Three years ago, following a marathon hearing, PDVC won OMB approval 
of virtually 100% of their proposal despite  vigorous, and extremely 
costly, opposition by the community and the City. At the  OMB, PDVC 
insisted the theatre would work even though they were  told by expert 
witnesses that it would not be successful or profitable  and, they were 
alerted about the likelihood of a downtown Performing Arts Centre. 
Suddenly, it has been reported that they now see  the theatre as a  liability 
and they want to drop it. "The City Planner supported the proposal, and 
the OMB approved it ,because of the claim it would revitalize, and the 
theatre was the key component of the revitalization argument. It was 
supposed to make Por t Da lhous ie "a year - round tour i s t 
destination" stated Conservancy President Hank  Beekhuis. "Without the 
theatre it becomes primarily a condo tower development in a low-rise 
Heritage District so, if they want changes, we would encourage them to 
submit a new application that is consistent with the Heritage Guidelines 
and other applicable planning policies" he added.

The Conservancy believes this is a unique opportunity for PDVC to 
introduce a  viable, scaled-down proposal that will be less costly to build 
yet, lead to a  more appropriate development for a low-rise, 19th and 
early 20th century Heritage  District. "We are ready and willing to work 
with the developer to help craft a more appropriate proposal that will be 
likely to receive required approvals and respects the wishes of the 
residents. We can also provide advice and assistance with improvements 
to the adjacent heritage components, such as restoring the Harbour 
Lock, should they decide to invest their funds in these as part of the new 
application".

The Port Dalhousie  Conservancy Inc., is an all-volunteer community 
organization with over 600 members. The  Conservancy has always 
supported appropriate development in Port Dalhousie's Heritage District 
that is consistent with applicable planning policies.

Hank Beekhuis 
Port Dalhousie Conservancy
A Distinguished Thirteen-Year History as a Volunteer Community 
Organization

New Director of Planning and 
Development Services for St. 

Catharines 
 
Effective January 30, 2012, James 
Riddell  took over as  Director of 
Planning and Development Services, 
replacing Paul Chapman who retired 
after many years of service.

Mr. Riddell has nearly 30 years 
experience in municipal planning in 
both rural and urban municipalities and 
most recently as the general manager 
of Planning and Building Services for 
the City of Guelph. He has served on 
the organizing committee of the 
Ontario Professional Planners Institute, 
as a guest lecturer at the University of 
Guelph and has helped establish a 
municipal GIS system in the 
municipalities of Xai Xai and Moatize 
in Mozambique.
 
Members of the Port Dalhousie 
Conservancy's Executive have met 
with Mr. Riddell and welcomed him to 
his new position. On Thursday, March 
15th, Ms. Nancy Cameron, the 
Conservancy's volunteer historian, was 
scheduled to take Mr. Riddell on a 
personal tour of the commercial core of 
Port Dalhousie's Heritage District.

P O R T  R E P O R T E R

Turning Nothing into Something?? 

The apparently pro-tower graffiti recently 
painted on the blue wall hoarding showed a 
graphic of the tower and stated underneath it: 
“Turning Nothing into Something”. This was 
a clear symbol of the gulf in understanding 
between the supporters of the tower and the 
Port community. Before the various 
properties were purchased about 10 years 
ago, Port Dalhousie was seen as quite 
something and even on its way somewhere 
and was being enjoyed by many throughout 
the Region and beyond.  For 10 years after 
the takeover the something that Port was, 
seems to have never been appreciated by the 
developers, suggesting that they simply 
wanted to take advantage of the something 
for their own profit.  Since their purchase 
they appear to have been busy turning the 
something into nothing through lack of basic 
maintenance, leasing the properties to a 
succession of youth party bars and temporary 
structures. Now they seem to want to 
convince the community that they want to 
turn the nothing that they have, in fact, 
created into a something of their choosing. 
That is the root of the problem.
HB

I did not know this...

When you drink vodka over ice, it can give 
you kidney failure. When you drink rum over 
ice, it can give you liver failure. When you 
drink whiskey over ice, it can give you heart
problems. When you drink gin over ice, it can 
give you brain problems.

Apparently, ice is really bad for you.

Warn all your friends.
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The Second High-Rise Condo in Port?
On November 2, 2011, there was an open house held at City Hall where a new development by 
Rockwell Development Corp. was being unveiled. Located at 6 Dalhousie Avenue at the foot of the 
stairs, a 7 storey condominium is being proposed to replace the existing two cottages on the beach. 
Members of the Port Dalhousie Conservancy attended the open house to see what exactly was being 
proposed. Surprisingly, we ran into most of the few individuals that supported the old tower project 
including one of their lawyers. We reviewed the materials, spoke to a few of the tower supporters, 
and asked questions for clarification. The Conservancy Executive met following that open house 
and decided to submit a number of questions to the City by the November 18 deadline as to how 
they were going to deal with what we saw as a significant number of contraventions of the Heritage 
Guidelines and other policies. To date, we have not received any responses to our questions, and we 
understand from the Planning Dept. that the staff has not yet issued a report.

 Then there was a public meeting as part of City Council’s agenda originally scheduled for 
January 16, 2012. This has now been postponed three or four times. The latest word is that they 
hope to come to Council sometime in April.

 This new development has, understandably, angered a number of Mr. Rockwell’s neighbours. 
Since the time he purchased the cottages, it had been Mr. Rockwell’s stated intent to replace the two 

existing cottages with two single homes. That is what he told his neighbours and the Superior Court of 
Justice in 2006 when he requested that the Court guarantee his right of way over privately-owned 
Gary Rd. Neighbours on Gary Rd. were notified of the hearing but didn’t bother showing up because 
they trusted that it was only for the two new houses he was planning to build. It was also what Mr. 
Rockwell told the Ontario Municipal Board in 2007 when he successfully had the zoning changed 
from Environmental Protection Area (the cottages are VERY close to the lake) to Low density 
residential to accommodate his two houses.

 In 2010, however, the Wiley Home at 10 Dalhousie, just above the cottages, was purchased through 
a third party known as Horizon Joint Venture. After the sale, apparently the Wileys were surprised to 
learn that they had actually sold their property to none other than Mr. Rockwell and his partners..

 In the spring of 2011, when political candidates had to reveal their political contributions, it became 
apparent that a number of city councillors had received political contributions from Mr. Rockwell’s 
companies. Is it possible that this was in anticipation of this condominium proposal coming up for a 
vote in 2012?

 It is this history that will come before Council in April as the developer requests Council’s support 
for this development. It will be interesting to see whether Council decides to support this approach or 
stands with the citizens who believe it clearly contravenes applicable policies. Past history is, 
unfortunately, not very comforting. Sadly our prediction that more towers or high-rises would be 
coming to Port is already coming true.

P O R T  R E P O R T E R

Port Dalhousie Conservancy lawyer,  Jane Pepino, 
discussing the Rockwell proposal with a neighbour, Jim 

Vanderburgh.

The Port Reporter is a not-for-profit, community-information newspaper 
published by volunteers since 2005. The paper focuses on issues relating to the 
St. Catharines waterfront,  the preservation of our heritage across the City and 
encouraging City residents to work together to improve our environment. It is 
currently published quarterly, usually in March, June, September and 
December. 
2,000 copies are delivered to homes in Old Port and surrounding area 
including Cole Farm, Regatta Heights, Westport-Dalemere, St. George’s Point 
and Michigan Beach. It is also available at the Main St. Avondale, City Hall 
and various business establishments.

Each year St. Andrew’s Church in Port Dalhousie makes available, 
space to “for profit” groups and donates the use of some space to non-
profit community groups. Everyone is welcome to join these groups. If 
you know someone who would be interested in using the facility please 
pass on the information.  By sharing this information you help keep our 
community thriving. Do you have a group or know a group that needs a 
place to meet or play? Please call the office! The church secretary, 
Cindy, will  be happy to help coordinate available dates and times. 
905-935-7231.

The Port Reporter
905.935.1168

Editor/Publisher
Ted Gould

Advertising
Nancy Beckon
Helen Szakacs

Graphic Support
Todd Hildebrand

DISCLAIMER
The Port  Reporter does not accept 
responsibility, or legal liability, for 
information submitted by our advertisers. 
The Port Reporter makes no warranty in 
respect of the contents of this newspaper 
and accepts no liability for any loss or 
damage whatsoever and however arising 
in  respect of the content of any third party 
material appearing in the paper whether 

directly or indirectly as a result of access 
to  and use of this Paper including without 
limitation acting or failing to act in 
reliance on any information  contained 
herein. Deadline for posting of 
community events and advertising 
for the next issue is June 1, 2012
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SCANDAL OVER ILLEGAL ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS – JUDGE 
UPHOLDS COMMITTEE’S DECISION
"And if you do get caught, you can pay it 
back after the fact and you're off scot-free."

We originally reported in our Summer 2011 edition that 
long-time Port resident and former Regional Councillor 
Eleanor Lancaster had filed a request for audit of 
expenses of candidates Rigby, Petrowski, Dorsey, Harris, 
Siscoe and Stack alleging they violated Election Act by 
accepting overcontributions from related companies 
owned or controlled by Port Tower developers Messrs. 
Dan Raseta and Ralph Terrio. Mr. Raseta immediately 
reversed his previously stated public position on multiple 
contributions and his lawyer wrote the candidates asking 
them to pay money back. The candidates listed promptly 
admitted they violated the Act and stated they have paid 
or will pay money back.

On July 19, 2011 the Niagara Compliance Audit 
Committee held a hearing on Ms. Lancaster’s requests.  
Despite the fact that the 4 City candidates identified by 
Ms. Lancaster (Regional candidates Rigby and Petrowski 
were spared a hearing on a technicality) admitted 
accepting overcontributions from Mr. Raseta, the hearing 
Chair rejected all four audit applications because they 
paid the money back and to save the taxpayers money. 
Ms. Lancaster was praised in media reports for 
identifying the violations. However, it was left up to her 
as an individual concerned citizen if she wanted to pursue 
this further. She argued at the hearing that campaign 
spending makes a difference in the quality of a campaign, 
and the extra money the candidates accepted and spent 
might have had an impact on the election outcome, 
especially for a candidate like Len Stack, who won his 
seat by only 26 votes. To no avail.

Ms. Lancaster decided these violations were too serious 
to just let them drop and filed a notice with the Ontario 
Court of Justice to appeal the Compliance Audit 
Committee’s decision. The parties appeared before Judge 
David Harris on September 9, 2011 and Judge Harris 
scheduled a hearing on the appeal for November 24, 2011 
at 2 pm. Ms. Lancaster, who as a concerned citizen is 
pursuing this at her own expense, was represented by 
lawyer Luigi De Lisio while the City of St. Catharines 
(on behalf of the Committee) was represented by new 
City Solicitor Nicole Auty. Candidate Dorsey represented 
himself and Candidates Harris, Siscoe and Stack were 
represented by lawyer Tom Richardson. Mr. Richardson, 
a former City Solicitor, has previously acted as one of 
Mr. Raseta’s companies’ leading lawyers in pursuing 
approval of the Port Tower proposal.

P O R T  R E P O R T E R

 UPDATE: Judge Harris handed down his decision on 
February 9, 2012 and, as reported in other media: “ruled an 
audit into the campaign finances of several St. Catharines 
candidates in the 2010 municipal election isn't necessary” and 
supported the Compliance Committee’s position that and 
audit would serve no purpose, because the candidates 
acknowledged receiving over-contributions and immediately 
returned the money.

The judge’s interpretation of the Act baffles Lancaster. "This 
just says to any candidates, load up your coffers with 
whatever corporations or companies want to make sure you 
get elected, and if nobody catches you, well, fine”.  "And if 
you do get caught, you can pay it back after the fact and 
you're off scot-free."

Ms. Lancaster has been lauded by many for her efforts to 
ensure honesty in politics. As we went to press, it was not 
known whether she will be pursuing her crusade for 
democracy any further.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

GO DOGS GO
Contributed by Lorraine 
Cordner
The Niagara Ice Dogs 
have clinched their first 
Ontario Hockey League 
Central Division crown 
since moving from 
Mississauga. They just 
achieved their goal of 
being first in the Eastern 
conference and now their 
goal is to clinch the Eastern conference title. They lead 
the league on the power play and penalty killing and to 
date have a record of 43-18-0-3. Both Capt. Andrew 
Agazzino and Alex Friesen have been with the Ice 
Dogs for 5 years and are definitely looking for bigger 
things. Niagara coach/general manager Marty 
Williamson feels winning the East means more than 
just a championship banner. 

“The banner is nice, but I want game 7 in our building 
with our fans and our comfort level of how we play in 
that rink”, Williamson said. “If we need to go to a game 
7, I want it in our rink.” 

How exciting will this be! The ice dogs have a Port 
Dalhousie connection so let's make it happen.

The ICE DOGS wrap up the regular season this week 
with home games: Thursday versus Peterborough, 
Saturday against Ottawa and a road game Sunday 
afternoon in Mississauga. 

Let’s all get behind this super ICEDOG team and cheer them 
like they have never been cheered before. We want the 
banner and the Cup. Let’s show the Toronto Maple Leafs that 
we can have a winning team.

Stretch and tone  
 Join Anne Cooke (the Zumba instructor at St. Andrews) for a 
stretch & tone, muscle conditioning type class Fridays at 
9:15am. Fee is a  $5 drop-in. Please layer clothing and bring 
a mat. You must be able to exercise on the floor. If you are 
not sure if this class is for you please call Anne Cooke, 
905-371-3483.
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REGION REJECTS PURCHASE OF WAINFLEET LAND FROM 
PORT TOWER DEVELOPERS

Reports: Proposal Was to Sell for $7.5 million Just Half of Land Purchased for Under $3.5 
Million.
In 2006, Lakewood Beach Properties, a company owned by Port Tower developers Messrs. 
Raseta and Terrio purchased the old Easter Seals Camp on Lake Erie in the Town of 
Wainfleet.  Local sources indicate the purchase price was between $3.1 and $3.4million. 
Following the purchase, the developers proposed a large condo development on the western 
half of the property where the Easter Seals camp buildings stood. The proposal contravened 
a number of provisions in the Wainfleet Official Plan including using a communal septic 
tank, smaller lots and more height and was strongly opposed by local residents. However, 
Messrs. Raseta and Terrio, relying on the same architect, planner and lawyers they used to 
promote the Port Tower, won approval at an OMB hearing in March, 2010.  So far, nothing 
has been built. Sound familiar?
On Thursday, February 9, 2012, Regional Council narrowly defeated a proposal, 
reported to have come from the Corporate Services Committee, for the Region to buy 
the eastern half of the property, which is mostly wetlands and swamp and has minimal 
development potential, for a reported $7.5 million (the developers would, of course, 
keep the good western half  with the approved condo development).  As reported in the 
Welland Tribune, here is how Councillors voted (with Chair Gary Burroughs breaking a tie):
YEA – 11:  Tim Rigby*, Selina Volpatti*, Alan Caslin*, Bart Maves*, David Barrick*, Andy 
Petrowski*, Jim Diodati, Paul Grenier, April Jeffs,  Doug Joyner* and Doug Martin.    
*Member of Corporate Services Committee that is said to have recommended the land 
purchase.
NAY - 12 : Brian Heit, Brian McMullan, George Marshall, Brian Baty, Ted Luciani, Debbie 
Zimmerman, Henry D’Angela, Bill Hodgson,  Dave Augustyn, Bob Bentley, Dave Lepp and 
Chair Gary Burroughs (tie-breaker).
The Tribune also reported that “Several regional politicians got campaign money from 
companies tied to Raseta during the 2010 election. But Raseta, who owns the property with 
developer Ralph Terrio, said the donations weren’t a factor in the way politicians voted.” 
The Port Reporter has looked up Councillors’ financial reports and media reports and found 
the following:
Regional Councillor Andy Petrowski . Reported contributions from 2 Raseta/Terrio 
companies of $500 each. When this was identified he admitted there were illegal over-
contributions and said he would pay it back. 
Regional Councillor Tim Rigby. Reported contributions from 3 Raseta/Terrio companies  of 
$750, $750 and $700 each. Again, when this was identified he admitted there were illegal 
overcontributions and said he would pay it back.
Regional Councillor Ronna Katzman.  Stated in a July 5th Standard article she repaid $1,000 
to two companies owned by Mr. Raseta after learning she had taken illegal contributions.
Regional Councillor Bruce Timms.  Reported $100 each from 3 companies owned by 
Messrs. Raseta and Terrio.
Regional Councillor Alan Caslin. Reported $500 from Mr. Dave Roberts, head of NCSD a 
group very close to PDVC and whose primary purpose was to lobby for the Port Dalhousie 
Tower
Regional Councillor Bart Maves. Reported $750 each from 3 Raseta/Terrio companies.  He 
claims to have paid the illegal contributions back after Ms. Lancaster requested an audit of 
overcontributions by Raseta/Terrio companies (see story on page 4)
Niagara falls Mayor Jim Diodatti. Reported $200 contribution from a company owned by 
Mr. Terrio.

Was there inappropriate behaviour involved in 
this aborted land deal that would have led to a 
huge windfall for the tower developers?   We 
may never know but Regional Councillor 
Debbie Zimmerman was quoted as saying: “she 
hadn’t seen anything like it in her time in 
government.” She also added that “what 
bothers her most is that a few councillors 
met with the owners on their own about 
selling the land and did not do so with the 
knowledge or approval of council.”   And, St. 
Catharines Mayor Brian McMullan called the 
recommendation on the table “almost obscene.”
The issue has caused serious concern across 
Niagara and one St. Catharines resident  who 
believes our citizens have a right to find out 
exactly what happened, has asked the Region to 
start an independent investigation (see column 
3). We will update you in our next issue.

Thank God you folks had the wisdom and 
foresight to stop such a thing. Debbie 
[Zimmerman], in particular, your words hit 
home big time.
When something smells like a skunk it might 
just be a skunk. Thank you for your 
Stewardship!!!
Regards,
George
 
George O. Darte
George Darte Funeral Chapel Inc.
Funeral Events Planner       Owner/Operator

Letter Regarding Swampland Vote 
in Wainfleet

To: brian.heit@niagararegion.ca, 
brian.mcmullan@niagararegion.ca, 
debbie.zimmerman@niagararegion.ca, 
gary.burroughs@niagararegion.ca, 
brian.baty@niagararegion.ca, 
bhodgson@lincoln.ca, 
george.marshall@niagararegion.ca, 
ted.luciani@niagararegion.ca, 
henry.dangela@niagararegion.ca, 
dave.augustyn@niagararegion.ca, 
bob.bentley@niagararegion.ca, 
dave.lepp@niagararegion.ca

I wish to thank you on behalf of us citizens in 
Niagara for your vote against the purchase of 
the swampland in Wainfleet. I truly cannot 
believe that elected officials would actually 
vote for such a ludicrous idea. The seller 
wanted you/us to buy property that cannot be 
developed for twice the price they paid and 
half the available land (if you call it available 
land).

LETTER TO REGIONAL CHAIR
Regional Chair Gary Burroughs
Niagara Regional Municipality
Wednesday, February 15, 2012

Chair Burroughs,
I am writing you to request an formal 
independent review into the events and 
documentation leading up to the February 9th 
council meeting in which the acquisition of 
land at Lakewood Beach was considered. I am 
basing this request on the following reasons.

1.       It has been reported in the media that 
the Niagara Regional Council received a 
report from the Corporate Services Committee 
which recommended the purchase of land with 
a valuation of over $7 million dollars. This 
land according to a Teranet report which I 
have in my possession was purchased in 2006 
for $3.125 million and has a 2012 Tax Year, 
Phased In Assessment Value of $2.237 million. 
It appears to me the region was considering 
paying a premium of $4-5 million for the land 
which is undevelopable by the developer 
leaving them with the developable portion and 
a massive profit.

2.       According to articles this issue was 
brought forward by a group of Councillors 
who reportedly negotiated directly with the 
developer then brought the deal to the 
Corporate Services Committee to be voted 
on.

3.       I am also aware through media reports 
that a number of regional councillors who 
voted in favor of the motion associated with 
the report, received contributions from this 
developer in excess of the amount allowed 
by the Municipal Elections Act. 
Furthermore, that the developer, as a 

4. (continued on page 6 )
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LETTER TO REGIONAL CHAIR (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)
contributor defined under the same Act apparently exceeded the $5,000 
total allowed contribution for Candidates running for one municipal 
council. Are these types of meetings between Regional Councilors, who 
may have received political contributions in excess of the limits 
provided by the Act, and developers who gave the contributions normal? 
Are these meetings legal under the Municipal Act?

4.       Since the matter has been dealt with; I have been to the Regional 
offices to request the report CSD-20-2012 which should no longer be 
considered confidential. I was denied citing confidentiality. I am 
concerned that rather than protecting the municipality, the confidentiality 
is being used to protect councilors who are alleged to have behaved 
inappropriately. I ask that the report be released to public and should you 
choose otherwise, please identify the specific premise the confidentiality 
of this report is protecting.

5.       I would like the Region to request that these councilors comply 
with an audit of their election finances to ensure that given the 
apparently complete disregard for the Municipal Election Act by their 
political contributor and the perception of wrong doing in the media as it 
relates to this potential land acquisition, that we as ratepayers can be 
assured our interested are being protected.

Due to the concerns in the media from some Regional Councilors about 
this issue (Zimmerman, McMullan)  and the information contained in 
these articles I am calling on you Regional Chair Burroughs to call for a 
complete, independent investigation into this matter. I request to be kept 
informed of progress as this investigation progresses.

Sources:
Niagara Regional Council Barely Kills Controversial Offer To Purchase 
Lakeshore Property
https://niagaraatlarge.com/2012/02/10/niagara-regional-council-barely-
kills-controversial-offer-to-purchase-lakeshore-property/
Region to consider Lakewood Camp purchase
http://www.wellandtribune.ca/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3466917

With regards and thanks from a concerned citizen and taxpayer of the 
Niagara Region,

Jeff Loucks
St. Catharines
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WOW! What a Great Trivia Night - The Port Dalhousie Conservancy Thanks You

If you weren't at the Black Sea Hall at our recent Trivia Night, you missed a great time.

At 6:10 pm there was already a line-up at the check in counter and we ended up having to add tables (a nice problem 
to have). Port resident Marty Mako was our MC this year and he did a great job. At 7 pm, Marty welcomed everyone 
and acknowledged special guests including Port Councillor Bruce Williamson and former City Councillor Carol 
Disher. He then outlined the evening telling us about the prize draws and a special draw for a numbered print of the 
Port Heritage District by artist Barb McMullen.

 Marty introduced Hank Beekhuis, President of the Port Dalhousie Conservancy. Hank thanked everyone for 
attending and told us about the increasingly ominous challenges the Heritage District is facing with the stalled 
Tower project and the new high-rise proposed right against Lakeside Park. He then introduced Trivia Master Ron 
Newton who explained the game in detail and we got started. Like last year, Ron had some great questions and they 
were particularly varied across many subjects -a little for everyone's expertise.

In between rounds, Marty kept the lively evening going with draws for prizes from  the prize table. He had different 
people drawing the tickets and there were many winners. He also held the draws for the 50-50 and for the beautiful 
print. Most importantly, he told us when the pizza had arrived.

It was really a great evening but, it couldn't have happened without the many volunteers who generously gave so 
much of their time. In addition to Marty, a very special thank you to Trivia master Ron Newton and his wife Irene 
who helped him. Also a special one to Lorraine Cordner, a member of our Executive who was tireless as the main 
organizer of the event. There were so many others who helped set up the tables or as question runners and markers, 
bartenders, ticket sellers, etc. These included (we apologize if we missed any one):  Sheila Fronk, Helen Szakacs, 
Wendy Mackie, Marianne Kond and Ed Szaszi, Pat Waters, Esther Chadwick, Bonnie Purser, Barb MacLeod, Colin 
and Ruth Johnston, Jackie Szymanski, Ruth Barclay, Wendy Holmes, Hank Beekhuis, Glen Williamson and Todd 
Hildebrand.
Thank you for your support. We will see you at next year's 6th Annual Trivia Night.
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PILED AGAINST THE HISTORIC AUSTIN 
HOUSE HOTEL(Currently Lakeside Hotel) 

www.bmtrada.com.tr/

Fire is the single greatest threat to 
the fabric and contents of any 
building and, in the case of a historic 
building, the loss of any authentic 
fabric in a fire is irretrievable 
One major concern for the heritage 
community is that the brunt of 
preservation costs is borne by 
property owners. Upkeep is 
expensive and Catherine Nasmith, 
past president of the Architectural 
Conservancy of Ontario, points out 
that current financial incentives do 
not come close to the costs of repair 
and maintenance. Because of this, 
many owners wait for the building to 
fall down and then sell the land to 
developers—the distressing 
“demolition by neglect” approach.      
Often when historic buildings go up 
in flames, angry rumours appear 

online pointing a 
finger at a group of developers. 
Rarely has evidence surfaced linking 
them to such fires. Despite the fact 
that such accusations are primarily 
baseless, the speculation about a 
fire’s cause shows that—when 
heritage sites, fires, and money are 
involved—suspicion can quickly turn 

to paranoia.

In 2002, a major study was published 
regarding The Loss of Heritage 
Properties In Ontario with Robert 
Shipley as the principal 
investigator.

www.env.uwaterloo.ca/research/
hrc/pdf/LossOfHeritageProperties

InOntario.pdf

Some of the major findings of the 
study were:

The above photos were taken on 
March 7th, 2012 and raise serious 
concern about the care being taken 
to preserve our historic structures. 

Ontario communities continue to lose 
significant numbers of heritage 
buildings.

Since 1985, 433 buildings have been 
lost in a sample of 22 communities.

Some places have lost 1 in 5 of their 
historic buildings.

The places that have suffered the 
greatest losses are among the 
municipalities with the greatest 
development pressure.

 Unsympathetic development is the 
dominant reason for the loss of listed 
buildings while fire, neglect, and 
vandalism join development as 
significant reasons for the loss of 

A  C O N S T A N T  W O R R Y :  F I R E

designated buildings.

A Few of the Conclusions
•  Even when recognized as historically significant, buildings can be 
and are being demolished.
• Some communities have minimized the loss of their heritage 

buildings while other communities suffer high loss rates
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Port Dahousie can ill afford to lose its remaining historic 
structures and attention needs to be paid to the fire risks 
present as the current development proceeds. The 
Conservancy has alerted the City about its concerns.
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PROPERTY TAXES
- IT’S THAT TIME

P O R T  R E P O R T E R

Each year, Niagara Region participates in annual municipal comparative studies 
performed by BMA Management Consulting Inc.

These studies provide information on:
    Tax Policy Information
    Financial, Economic and Demographic Trends (by Municipality/Region)
    Existing Economic Development Programs

The Executive Summary provides an overview of the analysis contained in the 
comprehensive 390+ page report.  It provides a summary of the 84 Ontario 
municipalities included in the study.  Populations range from 4,300 in population to 2.7 
million. The information base is large and space considerations only allow us to publish 
some of the key findings.
The complete Executive Summary can be downloaded from:
http://www.niagararegion.ca/government/budget-taxes/bma.aspx
The chart opposite compares residential tax across the municipalities included in the study.

How far will your dollar stretch 
towards a downtown condo in 

the heart of a city? 
April 11,2011 Zoomer magazine
A standard condominium of 900 square 
feet with one and one half baths, two 
appliances, a small Balcony and access to 
a pool and some minor recreational 
facilities: 
Toronto- $418,455.00    

Ottawa- $326,000.00 , 
Barrie- $262,000.00  
Mississauga- $257,000.00  
London- $141,900.00  
Ed. Note: Port Dalhousie (750 square feet) 
– $499,000.00 (based on our understanding 
of Port Place pricing)

A Luxury condominium (1400 square feet) 
with two full bathrooms, ensuite laundry, 
storage areas, five appliances, large balcony 
and access to a pool , sauna, and other 
major recreational facilities. 
Toronto- $757,857.00  
Ottawa- $384,833.00
Barrie- $396,000.00
Mississauga- $345,000
London- $255,900.00
Ed. Note: Port Dalhousie- $1,200,000
(based on our understanding of Port Place 
pricing)

All of the comparison information is 
taken into consideration prior to 
establishing property tax rates in the 
Niagara Region. However, there are 
many other items that are taken into 
account, including costs for services, 
reserve levels, etc. 

See page 10 for more 
results of the analysis.

Herbert Carnegie
Today I learned of the passing of Herb Carnegie. He passed yesterday (March 9, 2012) at the age of 
92.

I included the following article in The Port Reporter, in 2007 and am including it in this month's edition 
to honour his passing.......a great human being, caring and passionate throughout his life. 

Ted Gould

THE BLACK ACES - A LITTLE KNOWN HOCKEY STORY
 February is Black History Month in North America. After reading many excellent articles regarding the contributions of Black residents in St. 
Catharines, I hesitated to write another article about a black athlete as my experience has been that the contributions of the black community spread 
across the entire spectrum of our daily life. Academia, theatre, politics, social work,….the list goes on and on. However, I would be remiss if I 
didn’t talk about the contribution of one particular gentleman to what is considered Canada’s main sport – hockey. His story is only one example of 
the obstacles facing black athletes in this sport. When you look at professional hockey in North America, the visible message is that black athletes 
do not excel in that sporting arena. That message needs to be re-examined across North America and part of the story took place in St. Catharines.

 I met Herb Carnegie in my fourth year of teaching in North York,  now part of Toronto. Herb was promoting a new program called Future Aces and 
selling a board game to assist that program. I spent many hours listening with fascination to his hockey story. I had no knowledge of Herb and yet I 
have no doubt that I would have heard of him if he was a member of the mainstream white population. I could hear the hurt in his voice as he told 
me his story. At that time (early 1960’s), I, like many others at that time, made the assumption that black hockey players were not good enough to 
play in the National Hockey League. I learned that day that I had a lot to learn.

 If you have not read “Breaking the Ice: The Black Experience in Professional Hockey” by Cecil Harris, it is a worthwhile read that tells the story 
in detail. I have included excerpts from that book to encourage you to pick up the book and enjoy the whole story.

 Herb Carnegie and his older brother,  Ozzie, grew up playing hockey on frozen ponds in Toronto. Like most boys of that era, they dreamed of 
playing in the NHL. From the time they started playing organized hockey, Herb was a standout. When he and his brother failed to draw interest 
from the NHL teams, he became a star in the minor leagues. 

Instead, Carnegie achieved a measure of popularity in lesser leagues while teaming with his older brother, Ossie, and Manny McIntyre to form a 
potent all-black line known from 1941 through 1949 by various nicknames, including  (continued on page 16)
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Results of recent curbside garbage audits 
conducted throughout Niagara show that almost 
50 per cent of the material in the garbage is still 
made up of organic material that can be diverted 
through the Green Bin program. Another 15 per 
cent of the material found in the garbage is 
recyclable and can be diverted using the 
Region's Blue and Grey Box recycling 
programs. Use of these programs can help you 
keep the garbage generated in your home to less 
than one bag/can each week. If a garbage tag is 
still required, new garbage tags are available at 
a number of retail locations throughout Niagara.

Residents with a medical exemption can 
continue to use their existing tags and continue 
to place a single tag on their extra bags or cans 
of garbage, over the one bag/can weekly limit.

Each week all Niagara households, and 
apartments with six units or less, can place one 
bag or can of garbage, and an unlimited number 
of recyclables and organics in their Blue Box, 
Grey Box and Green Bin out for curbside 
collection. The new fee is only for those 
residents who require extra bags or cans of 
garbage over the one can/bag limit.

Museum wants your stories about 
working at GM foundry
    General Motors has been a cornerstone of our 
city’s economy for decades. Since the founding 
of our community, people have been drawn here 
to work for the auto giant to provide for their 
families and to help grow our city.
    Now the St. Catharines Museum and Welland 
Canals Centre wants to know the stories of the 
people behind the work for an upcoming exhibit 
about GM. How are people connected to GM 
and, more specifically, the Glendale foundry?
    The museum is asking residents to share their 
GM experiences and photos, or those of their 
family members for the exhibit, which will 
showcase the stories and images of the 
foundry’s workers. When were they hired? 
What did they do? How did this affect their 
lives, their family?
    Submissions can be sent to Alicia Floyd at 
afloyd@stcatharines.ca or dropped off at the St. 
Catharines Museum, 1932 Welland Canals 
Pkwy. Photos will be scanned while you wait 
and immediately returned. To make an 
appointment, please call 905-984-8880, ext. 
5248.

L O C A L / R E G I O N A L  N E W S

$2 Garbage Tag Fee Starts April 30, 2012

Niagara Region, March 2, 2012 - Starting April 30, 
2012 the cost to place an extra bag or can of garbage 
out for curbside pick-up will be $2. Residents who 
require an additional bag/can of garbage over the 
weekly one bag/can limit have the option to use one of 
the new $2 tags or two of their existing $1 tags. 
Existing $1 tags will not expire.

The increased fee will allow Niagara Region to 
completely cover the extra costs involved in picking up 
additional garbage containers. You can reduce the 
amount of garbage your household generates by using 
the Region's Blue Box, Grey Box and Green Bin 
programs.

City’s New Sports Wall of Fame

The new display, located at Seymour-Hannah Sports and Entertainment Centre, 
complements the Hall of Fame at the St. Catharines Museum. The monument is 
now in a larger space and the unveiling is the first of three phases to recognize the 
accomplishments of the Garden City’s athletes and sports boosters.

A website dedicated to the 136 inductees and an interactive display are also in the 
works to honour them and their contributions to St. Catharines’ sporting community.

“This is the first step in making the Hall of Fame the high-profile attraction it’s 
meant to be,” said Chris Elliott, manager of administration services in the City’s 
Recreation and Community Services department. “This initiative ensures that 
athletes and those championing athletics from the past, present and future truly get 
the recognition they deserve.”

The St. Catharines Sports Hall of Fame started in 1990 and pays tribute to athletes 
and sports community builders, including former NHLers Stan Mikita and Gerry 
Cheevers, media personalities Rex Stimers and Jack Gatecliff, and former mayors 
Joe McCaffrey and Tim Rigby.

Inductees are nominated by residents and voted on by a selection committee. They 
are recognized annually at the Sport Celebrity Dinner hosted by the Niagara 
Peninsula Children’s Centre.
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HISTORICAL TRIVIA  
Did you know the saying "God willing and the Creek don't rise" was 
in reference to the Creek Indians and not a body of water?  It was 
written by Benjamin Hawkins in the late 18th century.  He was a 
politician and Indian diplomat.  While in the south, Hawkins was 
requested by the President of the U.S. to return to Washington .  In 
his response, he was said to write, "God willing and the Creek don't 
rise."  Because he capitalized the word "Creek" it is deduced that he 
was referring to the Creek Indian tribe and not a body of water.
 *********************************
 In George Washington's days, there were no cameras. One's image 
was either sculpted or painted.  Some paintings of George 
Washington showed him standing behind a desk with one arm behind 
his back while others showed both legs and both arms.  Prices 
charged by painters were not based on how many people were to be 
painted, but by how many limbs were to be painted.  Arms and legs 
are 'limbs,' therefore painting them would cost the buyer more.  
Hence the expression, 'Okay, but it'll cost you an arm and a 
leg.'   (Artists know hands and arms are more difficult to paint)
******************************
 As incredible as it sounds, men and women took baths only twice a 
year (May and October). Women kept their hair covered, while men 
shaved their heads (because of lice and bugs) and wore wigs.   
Wealthy men could afford good wigs made from wool. They couldn't 
wash the wigs, so to clean them they would carve out a loaf of bread, 
put the wig in the shell, and bake it for 30 minutes.   The heat would 
make the wig big and fluffy, hence the term 'big wig... ' Today we 
often use the term 'here comes the Big Wig' because someone 
appears to be or is powerful and wealthy.
                    *********************************
In the late 1700's, many houses consisted of a large room with only 
one chair. Commonly, a long wide board folded down from the wall, 
and was used for dining. The 'head of the household' always sat in 
the chair while everyone else ate sitting on the floor.   Occasionally a 
guest, who was usually a man, would be invited to sit in this chair 
during a meal.. To sit in the chair meant you were important and in 
charge.  They called the one sitting in the chair the 'chair man.' Today 
in business, we use the expression or title 'Chairman' or 'Chairman of 
the Board.'
  *********************************
Ladies wore corsets, which would lace up in the front. A proper and 
dignified woman, as in 'straight laced' wore a tightly tied lace..

Of The Five Most Hated Taxes 
#5   Property Tax
“What you're paying depends on where you live. It seems to be an uneven 
system that penalizes property owners in ways that aren't very clear. What 
one municipality charges can vary greatly from what another charges and 
it doesn't matter if you're in the biggest city in the country or the smallest 
township. This is one tax I don't mind paying since I understand what it 
pays for -- the sewers and garbage pickup, etc, we all need -- but why is 
the rate setting system so random across regions and across the 
country?”www.walletpop.ca/gallery/the-five-most-hated-taxes/4893678/
A prime topic at our local Timmy’s is what can be done to help bring relief from 
high property tax bills. Many voice concerns about how the high taxes could force 
them out of their longtime homes. Our taxes here are out of control,”  can often be 
heard and that perception isn’t limited to lower income patrons. Each year, 
Niagara Region compares its tax rate to other similar municipalities in Ontario to 
try to ensure residents are sharing a similar tax burden. One of the results of that 
analysis is below. On average, Niagara residents pay higher than average taxes 
for bungalows (valued at $229,000) and executive homes. (valued at $430,000)

SEAWAY NOTICE
NO. 1 2012  
 

Opening of the 2012 Navigation
Season  
The opening of the 2012
navigation season is scheduled to
take place on the following dates  
and times:  

 
Montreal / Lake Ontario March 22
, 2012 0800 hours (D.S.T.)  

 
Welland Canal March 22, 2012
0800 hours (D.S.T.)
 
Vessel transits will be subject to
weather and ice conditions.
Restrictions may apply in some
areas until lighted navigation aids
have been installed.  

Think high-rises get a better deal in 
St. Catharines? See page 14!
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Health News

Denture Cream Poisoning

Fixodent, Poligrip, Super Poilgrip and other 
denture creams have recently been linked to 
several serious, and potentially life-
threatening, side effects caused by zinc 
contained in popular denture creams. 
Although a small amount of the mineral zinc 
is necessary for a healthy diet, zinc is toxic 
when ingested in large amounts and can lead 
to copper deficiency, which in turn can 
cause, among other things, peripheral 
neuropathy. Side effects of a zinc overdose 
associated with denture cream use may 
include:
Loss of feeling in the extremities, such 
as  fingers, hands, toes, or feet, hair 
loss, difficulty walking, lack of balance 
and general instability, weakness in the 
muscles, difficulty moving arms, legs, or 
hand and numbness. 

In August 2008, a study published in the 
journal Neurology reported on four patients 
who suffered neuropathy and other 
neurological denture cream side effects 
associated with zinc poisoning and copper 
deficiency. The study, which was conducted 
by researchers at the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, 
noted that while one tube of denture cream 
should last 3 to 10 weeks, patients in the 
report were all using at least two tubes of 
denture cream a week.  

The key to preventing moldy berries...
www.foodlushblog.com/2011/07/the-key-to-preventing-moldy-berries-
vinegar.html
Berries are delicious, but they're also kind of delicate.  Raspberries in 
particular seem like they can mold before you even get them home from 
the market.  There's nothing more tragic than paying $4 for a pint of local 
raspberries, only to look in the fridge the next day and find that fuzzy 
mold growing on their insides. 

Here’s a tip I’m sharing on how to  prevent them from getting there in the 
first place: 

Wash them with vinegar.

 When you get your berries home, prepare a mixture of one part vinegar 
(white or apple cider probably work best) and ten parts water.  Dump the 
berries into the mixture and swirl around. Drain, rinse if you want 
(though the mixture is so diluted you can't taste the vinegar,)  and pop in 
the fridge. Raspberries will last a week or more, and strawberries go 
almost two weeks without getting moldy and soft.

P O R T  R E P O R T E R

A look at the new world of Chiropractic Therapy 
Today we look at Spinal Decompression Therapy
Recently I had a back X-Ray as I was experiecing lower back pain and I was not 
as flexible when I turned to either side. My posture was also not what I thought 
it should be. The diagnosis was osteoarthritis. Fortunately I have one of the 
best chiropracters in the City, Dr. John Gleddie, and I was already taking the 
right treatment to help with this problem - spinal decompression therapy as I 
was experiencing sciatica.

 What is Spinal Decompression Therapy?

Over a decade ago, NASA noticed that astronaughts were relieved of low back 
pain when they were in anti-gravity environments. As a result of these findings 
a new technology was developed. Decompression machines were created to 
gently stretch the spine. The “stretch” creates negative pressure within your 
spinal disc and allows disc material that was herniated or protruded to be 
pulled back into the disk. It also helps promote the movement of water, oxygen 
and nutrient-rich fluids into the discs so they can heal.   

   Back pain is the number one cause of disability in people under 45 and the 
third leading cause of disability over 45. Spinal decompression therapy has 
been proven to be effective at relieving the pain and symptoms from many 
causes of back pain. For some patients, surgery can even be avoided.

Is It Painful?

No, in almost all cases, the treatments are completely painless and in my case I 
occassionally nod off to the sounds of music that Dr. John turns on. He attaches 
a couple of straps to me and I then lie down on the computerized table, fully 
clothed, with the settings set for my particular condition. 20  to 30 minutes 
later , I awake refreshed and ready to tackle, once again, my world.

Who Should Consider This Type of Therapy?

I looked at the research on this therapy and it identified the following:

You should consider this type of therapy if you have:

• suffered back or neck pain for over one week

• Sciatica

• Bulging or herniated dics

• Degenerative disc disease

• Worn spinal joints

• Injured or diseased spinal nerve roots

The treament is not recommended for:

• pregnant women

• patients who have severe osteoporosis

• severe obesity

• severe nerve damage

Your healthcare provider can help you decide if it is the right therapy for you.

In my case, I am so glad that Dr. John is so future-oriented in his thinking and 
obtains the most recent technology to help his patients. For me it is a short 
jaunt to his office on Lakeshore Road and I have the added bonus of afternoon 
naps when I visit.
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****** SOME  ADULT TRUTHS ******
www.sparkpeople.com/
mypage_public_journal_individual.asp?
blog_id=4587348
• Sometimes I'll look down at my watch 3 consecutive 
times and still not know what time it is.

• Nothing sucks more than that moment during an 
argument when you realize you're wrong.

•  How the hell are you supposed to fold a fitted sheet?

•  Was learning cursive really necessary?

• Map Quest really needs to start their directions on # 5. 
I'm pretty sure I know how to get out of my 
neighbourhood.

• Obituaries would be a lot more interesting if they told 
you how the person died.

• I can't remember the last time I wasn't at least kind-of 
tired.

• Bad decisions make good stories.

• You never know when it will strike, but there comes a 
moment at work when you know that you just aren't 
going to do anything productive for the rest of the day.

• Can we all just agree to ignore whatever comes after 
Blue Ray? I don't want to have to restart my 
collection...again.

• I disagree with Kay Jewellers. I would bet on any 
given Friday or Saturday night more kisses begin with 
Miller Light than Kay.

•  Shirts get dirty. Underwear gets dirty. Pants? Pants 
never get dirty, and you can wear them forever.

P O R T  R E P O R T E R  H U M O U R

• How many times is it appropriate to say "What?" 
before you just nod and smile because you still didn't 
hear or understand a word they said?

• I love the sense of camaraderie when an entire line of 
cars team up to prevent a jerk from cutting in at the front. 
Stay strong, brothers and sisters!

• I have a hard time deciphering the fine line between 
boredom and hunger.

•
• Even under ideal conditions people have trouble 

locating their car keys in a pocket, finding their cell 
phone, and Pinning the Tail on the Donkey - but I'd bet 
everyone can find and push the snooze button from 3 
feet away, in about 1.7 seconds, eyes closed, first time, 
every time.

• The first testicular guard, the "Cup," was used in 
Hockey in 1874 and the first helmet was used in 1974. 
That means it only took 100 years for men to realize that 
their brain is also important.

Heritage Canada Foundation Mourns the 
Passing of Herb Stovel

The board and staff of the Heritage Canada Foundation 
join the international conservation community in marking 
the loss of Herb Stovel, esteemed architect, teacher, 
writer and leader in the field. 

 Through his early work as Director of Education for Main 
Street Canada, through training courses for the Federal 
Heritage Buildings Review Office, and as a professor at 
major academic institutions, Herb Stovel inspired 
generations of heritage practitioners.  Cultural sites in 
Canada and around the globe have benefited from his 
expertise and enthusiasm during the course of a 
distinguished career that included positions at the 
Ontario Heritage Trust, the Heritage Canada Foundation 
and ICCROM in Rome, as well as policy development for 
Parks Canada and advice to World Heritage sites.

Deeply engaged in shaping heritage conservation theory 
and practice, Herb Stovel played leadership roles in 
every major institution in the heritage field, including 
Secretary-General of ICOMOS International, President of 
the Association for Preservation Technology 
International, President of ICOMOS Canada, and 
Governor-at-Large on the Heritage Canada Foundation's 
board.

 “It is with great sadness that I am forwarding this 
note from Dinu Bumbaru announcing the death of 
Herb Stovel yesterday from a heart attack. Already 
tributes are appearing on websites around the 
world. He leaves an irreplaceable gap in Canada's 
and the World's heritage preservation circles. 
Herb s thoughts on the role of communities, on 
authenticity and values as well as his commitment 
to education and the next generation in the 
conservation community constitute a lasting and 
inspiring legacy. His immense contribution to the 
progress of conservation and its community in 
Canada and around the World was acknowledged 
by many countries and institutions. This stature was 
commemorated with his being awarded the Jacques 
Dalibard Award from ICOMOS Canada and the 
prestigious ICCROM Award”. (Built Heritage News) 

Herb will be sorely missed for his warm and 
generous spirit and his contagious passion for 
heritage.

Editor's  Note: Herb Stovel was widely recognized as 
one of Canada's -and the world's- foremost heritage 
experts. Herb had a strong Port Dalhousie connection. 
When he heard about  a proposal to build a condo tower 
in the low-rise commercial core of Port's heritage 
district, he came to tour the historic district  and visited 
several times after that. He thoroughly studied and 
analyzed the tower proposal and, like other heritage 
experts, concluded that  it  violated established heritage 
conservation practices, policies and international 
charters. He came down from Ottawa to testify at  the 
tower OMB hearing and forcefully argued it should 
never be approved. Herb will be missed by heritage 
advocates around the world.
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Ripping Into The Heart Of A 
Heritage District For What – 
A High-Rise Condo And A 
Grocery Store?
Reprinted from Niagara At Large, an 
Independent News Site you can visit at 
www.NiagaraAtLarge.com
 A Commentary by Doug Draper

Just think of it, a theatre in the heart of Port 
Dalhousie, Ontario’s heritage district, open year round 
and drawing thousands of people who just might also 
patronize some of the nearby restaurants and shops 
that complain they are starving for business when the 
summer crowds disappear.

A bit of Port Dalhousie, Ontario from across the 
harbour waters flowing to Lake Ontario.

Almost sounds too good to be true, doesn’t it?  And as 
it turns out, maybe it is.

According to recent reports in The St. Catharines 
Standard – a newspaper that so shamelessly 
championed a development group’s plan to build a 
condo tower complete with a 415-seat theatre in the 
historic port town – the developers are now of the 
opinion that the theatre may be the “least viable” part 
of the plan and are thinking of trading it in for, get 
this, a grocery store.

That’s right folks, a grocery store. Isn’t that great. We 
now face the possibility of seeing some of the aging 
buildings in a provincially designated heritage district 
flattened for a 17-storey-high, 80-unit condo tower 
with, among other things like offices and a hotel, a 
grocery store attached to the bottom of it.

Now as much as I never liked the idea of taking this 
quaint little community with its low-lying homes and 
businesses overlooking Lake Ontario and a 
picturesque harbour, and sticking a towering 
rectangular box in the middle of it, the idea of a 
theatre made it seem a little more palatable. At least 
you’d have a venue for the arts and a crowd coming 
that might spend more money and would surely be 
less rowdy than the university age kids flocking to the 
bars during the summer.

But a grocery store? It looks to me that there are 
already a good number of grocery stores in the north, 

end of St. Catharines, of which Port Dalhousie is a part, and I 
know that in the south St. Catharines/Thorold area where I 
live there is such a saturation of grocery stores, large and 
small, that some people are taking bets on which ones are 
going to close.

I can’t help but wonder how many of the people who 
supported this controversial Port Place condo complex when 
it was going before municipal politicians and the Ontario 
Municipal Board for approval over the past decade, would 
have been as enthusiastic as they were if they knew at the 
time that a grocery store instead of a theatre would go in 
there. I certainly remember how much the theatre part of the 
project was played up at public meetings by the developers 
with no one less than former Shaw Festival theatre director 
Christopher Newton joining them and expressing confidence 
that a year-long theatre there would be financially viable, 
even if an arts centre came to fruition in downtown St. 
Catharines.

A report put before municipal councillors by Toronto theatre 
consultant Janis Barlow, concluding that a year-long theatre 
in that location would not be viable, was hardly taken 
seriously by tower supporters and the daily newspaper and 
then-St. Catharines mayor Tim Rigby was quoted in the paper 
calling Barlow’s report irrelevant from a planning point of 
view.

Rigby may have been right that from a purely technical, 
planning angle, the viability of the theatre made no 
difference. But for members of public, especially the many 
people who remain opposed to planting such a high building 
in this place, there has always been more to all of this than 
hard and fast planning rules.

There is the sense of history and character of a community 
that many of these people have expressed more interest in 
protecting and preserving for future generations than 
whatever a condo tower or even a theatre may bring. And 
now there may not even be a theatre. There may be a grocery 
store instead.

Hey, if the idea is to find another year-round business to 
replace the theatre, why not a hardware store? There are

always people out there who need duct tape and nails. Why not another 
dollar store? In this lousy economy, there seems to be a growing 
market for those?

 And here is another option for these developers. Why not take your 
multi-storey condo and your grocery store or whatever it is going to be 
and plunk them in downtown St. Catharines where they might make a 
better fit. Leave Port Dalhousie alone!
*********************************************************
Eco Fest Niagara 2012
ECO FEST NIAGARA, Niagara's greenest trade show, has 
been a major component of Climate Action Niagara's mandate to 
provide the opportunity for education and actions on issues 
relating the climate change. 
This event assists the business community to connect with 
those ecologically aware residents who are looking for 
their sustainable practises and products.  The event supports 
residents who wish to learn more of what is available in Niagara 
and provides them the opportunity to encourage these 
businesses and organizations. 
 ECO FEST NIAGARA 2012 has been rescheduled from Spring 
2012 to Summer to provide great weather and to remove the 
date from the usual home shows and school happenings.  
To receive further info on the Eco Fest Niagara event, contact 
the CLIMATE ACTION NIAGARA office at 289 434 0474 or 
info@climateactionniagara.ca 

*************************************************************************
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COMMENTS REGARDING THE CONDO MARKET

Gordon Nixon, president and CEO at Royal Bank (TSX:RY) told a 
banking conference in January 2012 the Canadian housing market 
could be headed for a slowdown, led by Vancouver and Toronto.
"When you look at the condo side there is probably vulnerability ... it 
is the area which is most vulnerable with respect to Canadian 
housing." Bank of Montreal president CEO Bill Downe also said 
there is a risk of a downturn in the housing market and the best hope 
is for a soft landing.
"There is no question that the warning signs around the Canadian 
housing market have been visible for more than a year,"he said, 
pointing out Toronto and Vancouver. He said investor owned 
properties are a cause for concern because there is a build up of 
supply based on investors expecting there will always be demand.
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Port Tower Update:
As we watch the new posters going up for Port Place,  we at the Port Dalhousie Conservancy, 
along with the other residents of Port, wonder what will result in the end. Last summer when 
the project was reportedly “sold” to the new owner (we understand the old owners still hold a 
substantial mortgage), Mr. Derek Martin,  the Conservancy was hopeful for a good working 
relationship, and was eager for a fresh start. In good faith, we requested a meeting with the 
new owners right away and offered our assistance; however, after a while it became apparent 
that they did not seem particularly interested in meeting with us. Eventually, Mayor McMullan 
was able to arrange a meeting last September. At that meeting,  they did indicate that they were 
well aware of the content and context of the OMB Decision, and that they were as committed 
as ever to the project as approved. Mr. Martin even indicated that there was a lot of interest 
from companies involved with theatres and hotels and that he had hired a theatre consultant.

In January 2012, the Mayor requested that we come to a meeting with the developer. 
Introductions were made and, to our surprise, Mr. Kirkland, the architect who designed the 
tower, was there as the chief spokesperson for the project. The message this time, however, 
was radically different. We were told that the project the way it was, wasn’t particularly viable 
and a number of “ideas for change” were suggested.  We were told that they had little interest 
in running a theatre because it was a marginal venture at best. They also suggested that they 
wanted some parking changes, perhaps some more condos, and perhaps a grocery store was a 
better prospect than a theatre. This was particularly surprising since the theatre was the most 
important component of PDVC's revitalization argument and Mr. Kirkland himself had 
repeatedly told us that “no other program would work on the site ".

All of these changes could be considered in the context of a promise of substantial funds into a 
Port Heritage fund which could be used to enhance the other Heritage assets in Port. The 
promised extra funds for heritage projects would come from profits generated by adding more 
condos or, from taxpayers via CIP or a refund of the Region's portion of property taxes. This 
would all be in exchange for our support for these changes. They hoped to avoid going to the 
OMB, and they felt that as long as these changes could be seen as variances to the decision, 
there would be no need for a public process.

Throughout the discussion, it appeared that our greatest fears were coming to pass--namely 
that the condo was their real interest, and the associated revitalization components held little 
value for them. It was, in fact, those revitalization components that had attracted the support 
of the city planner, the peer reviewer, some residents and the  OMB in the the first place.

We reiterated our long-standing position that although we were not happy with the 2009 OMB 
Decision, we do expect to see it enforced. The Conservancy met in January 2012, and the 
executive had several meetings to discuss how we should proceed. There were also several 
meetings held with the City Planning Department, which culminated in a meeting in February, 
where Jane Pepino represented the Conservancy’s position. (See media release)

We maintain that the substantive changes being proposed require a new application and public 
process.  Given how this project was sold to the public, we believe that the public now has a 
right to fully review whatever new package is proposed for Port.

Time is, of course, of the essence as every day that goes by makes the Heritage buildings more 
vulnerable. The lack of maintenance is placing what is left of our Heritage at extreme risk. 
There are already signs of existing buildings falling into severe disrepair while this project 
delays.
It is an issue that affects not only the individual buildings that are deteriorating, but also entire 
neighborhoods, both commercial and residential, starting a cycle of decay and disinvestment.
^ David Leatherbarrow and Moshen Mostafavi, 1993



memories to cherish thanks to Google Earth
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Herbert Carnegie (continued from page 8)

the Black Aces. Herb wore No. 7, Ossie No. 10 and Manny No. 11…... An all-black line was 
unprecedented. Ossie Carnegie, the right wing, possessed a crackling slapshot. McIntyre, the left wing, 
provided the muscle. If one of the trio was going to answer a racial slur from an opponent or spectator 
with his fists, it would likely be McIntyre. And there was no shortage of racial slurs directed toward The 
Black Aces. Audrey Redmon Carnegie, the light-skinned daughter of transplanted Chicago natives, sat in 
the stands on many occasions and heard her husband Herb called "nigger" and sundry other words of 
hate by spectators seated nearby, people who did not realize she was black and married to the best player 
on the ice. She managed to hold her tongue while in the company of haters, because that is how blacks 
generally dealt with hate in that era.”

Instead, Carnegie achieved a measure of popularity in lesser leagues while teaming with his older 
brother, Ossie, and Manny McIntyre to form a potent all-black line known from 1941 through 1949 by 
various nicknames, including The Black Aces. Herb wore No. 7, Ossie No. 10 and Manny No. 11…... 
An all-black line was unprecedented. Ossie Carnegie, the right wing, possessed a crackling slapshot. 
McIntyre, the left wing, provided the muscle. If one of the trio was going to answer a racial slur from an 
opponent or spectator with his fists, it would likely be McIntyre. And there was no shortage of racial 
slurs directed toward The Black Aces. Audrey Redmon Carnegie, the light-skinned daughter of 
transplanted Chicago natives, sat in the stands on many occasions and heard her husband Herb called 
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"nigger" and sundry other words of hate by spectators seated nearby, people who did 
not realize she was black and married to the best player on the ice. She managed to 
hold her tongue while in the company of haters, because that is how blacks generally 
dealt with hate in that era.”

The Carnegie brothers went on to star in the mines league beginning in 1941. They 
played for the Buffalo Ankerites, a team owned by a group of Buffalo-based 
businessmen.  (Story to be continued in the June Edion of the Reporter.)
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